
Minutes of the White Plains Democratic City Committee 
Wednesday, September 2, 2020 

 
Attending: 

Bill Alexander 
Victor Avendano 
David Azrin 
Ellen Berger 
Benjamin Boykin 
Justin Brasch 
David Brezler 
David Buchwald 
Don Buchwald 
Jen Buchwald 
Lara Buchwald 
Kenny Burr 
Renee Cohen 
Ken Creary 
Terry Degatano 
Vincent Fields 
Jeremiah Frei-Pearson 
Andy Grossman 
Jason Halperin 
Marie Houston 
Nadine Hunt-Robinson 
Tim James 
John Kirkpatrick 
Michael Kraver 
Milagros Lecuona 

Rita Malmud 
Kathy Marks 
Lauren McCallion 
Cheryl Melton 
Jonette Mines 
Joe Montalto 
Jennifer Puja 
Steven Rabinowitz 
Charlene Raynor 
Alex Roithmayr 
Michael Sanchez 
Evelyn Santiago 
Barbara Schwarz 
Paul Schwarz 
Saad Siddiqui 
Beth Smayda 
Danielle  Solinski  
Michael Stanton 
Scott Stefan 
Michael Stolzar 
Elaine Summers 
Willa Swiller 
Allen Weintraub 
Deborah Zipf 

 

Guests:  Dale Barbaria, Suzanne Berger, Patricia Carter, Gawain DeLeeuw, Cheryl Geller, 
Francesca Hagadus, Ken Jenkins, George Latimer, Shelley Mayer, William Serratore 

The Committee met by Zoom Videoconference due to the COVID-19 pandemic, starting at 7:00 
p.m., Chairman Tim James presiding. 

A motion to accept the Minutes of the August 19, 2020 Meeting as amended (to reflect as 
attendees, Fran Jones, Phil McGovern, and Heather Lackey) was made, seconded and approved 
unanimously by voice vote. 

Paul Schwarz gave the Treasurer’s Report, reporting that he had received back the $1,000 
deposit for the Annual Dinner, and that the current balance is $26,892.46 on hand.  
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A discussion was held on whether the Committee should make an endorsement for County 
Committee Chair.  A motion was made to table the discussion until after the candidates spoke.  
The motion was seconded and approved by voice vote. 
 
Cheryl Geller provided a campaign update on behalf of Westchester for Biden/Harris.  She 
reported that they had their first meeting on March 28 and have been meeting by Zoom on 
Sundays at 5 p.m., where Westchester volunteers can hear updates and great speakers.  Ms. 
Geller reported there will be a New York State for Biden/Harris virtual event with Jason Kander 
on a Monday night in late October; and Jaimie Harrison will be joining for a presentation on 
September 14, 2020. They have started training for phone banking.  The Campaign is using 
“Throughtalk” and “throughtext,” Volunteers can get training with the campaign on-line for 
“throughtext.”  For Throughtalk there is a training at the beginning of each phone bank.  Ms. 
Geller referred volunteers to  https://newyorkforBiden2020.com which lists the events, and there 
are several events each day for which volunteers can sign up.  There is a weekly training on 
Thursdays from 1:00-2:00 p.m. Ms. Geller advised that the calls are being made to priority 
states, not New York, and that volunteers can use a computer or laptop, but not an iPad or phone. 
Tim James advised that the Committee has ordered 500 lawn signs for distribution. Ms. Geller 
stated that there are campaign logos available that we can copy and print out locally. A request 
was made for signs that can be placed in apartment windows. In response to a question about 
postcards, Ms. Geller advised that New York for Biden is having a postcard event this month; 
and that Indivisible Larchmont and Indivisible New Rochelle are doing a great job getting 
postcards out. She also recommended the “Postcards to Voters” campaign run by  
join@tonythedemocrat.org. 
 
County Executive George Latimer reported that gyms are now open. He reminded everyone that 
we have a tough county budget coming up. With respect to the Census, George Latimer reported 
that about 20 communities exceeded their 2010 numbers, but that White Plains has only reported 
about 60% of its 2010 numbers. Mr. Latimer discussed the storm response and the inability of 
utility companies to adequately respond to storms because they routinely reduce their staff to 
keep costs down. He suggested we should consider a local auxiliary corps that can be trained and 
can be available to assist when necessary. 
 
Ben Boykin, Chair of the County Board of Legislators, advised that he is holding a Zoom 
fundraiser on Tuesday, September 15, 2020. 
 
State Senator Shelley Mayer reported on a long hearing with the utilities and telecommunications 
companies to discuss the poor storm response. Senator Mayer reported that the State was 
temporarily withholding 20% of state aid to local governments due to the COVID-19 pandemic-
related revenue shortfall. Senator Mayer reported that her lawn signs are available and 
encouraged the Committee to help Pete Harckham, who is being challenged by Rob Astorino. 
 
Jason Halperin congratulated the legislators on passing automatic voter registration this past 
summer. 
 
Jenn Puja congratulated David Buchwald who had received the Outstanding Leadership Award 
from the Westchester/Putnam Central Labor Body AFL-CIO. 

https://newyorkforbiden2020.com/
mailto:join@tonythedemocrat.org
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Assembly Member David Buchwald reported on the 13-hour hearing held with the utility 
companies. He noted that NYSEG was not found to have violated state standards, but that ConEd 
and Altice were held in violation.  He also noted that there are Optimum wifi hotspots around 
White Plains that have been publicly available since the start of the COVID-19 emergency. 
David Buchwald reported that absentee ballot can be requested on-line from State Board of 
Elections website. 
 
Tim James reported that a poll by Fox News revealed that 72% of Democrats intend to vote by 
absentee ballot while only 22% of Republicans intend to vote that way. He expressed concern 
that absentee ballots can be disqualified for a number of reasons. He suggested that voters apply 
early for an absentee ballot but consider voting early in person. Early voting starts on October 
24, 2020, and voters can vote at any of the early voting sites in Westchester, including the Board 
of Elections office at 25 Quarropas Street in White Plains. 
 
The Committee then heard from the candidates for County Chair.  
 
Suzanne Berger noted that she is 30-year resident of Westchester County, living in Dobbs Ferry, 
and that she has been a District Leader for 25 years. She grew up in Queens and has been a 
Democrat her whole life. She went to Barnard College and Fordham Law School. She is 
commercial litigator in New York City but started to work part-time this year to allow more time 
for her work in politics. She has been Chair of Greenburgh Democratic Committee since 2002.  
Greenburgh is one of the largest Committees in Westchester County, with 162 District Leaders 
and 6 Village Committees.  Greenburgh is microcosm of County – it is racially and economically 
diverse, and has a diverse Executive Committee. Ms. Berger has received the endorsement of the 
Hispanic Democrats of Westchester.  She believes the County Committee has three roles: (1) the 
County Party is an umbrella organization for local committees (providing resources, training, 
money); (2) the County Party provides outreach to the Democratic population in Westchester and 
should work to enroll more voters in the party (by, for example, having a social media presence, 
accessible website, and holding town halls on issues); and (3) the County Chair is the face of the 
party. She noted that Westchester has never elected a woman as Chair of the County Committee.  
In response to questions from the floor, Ms. Berger stressed that we need voting software to 
make County Conventions more efficient; we need to demonstrate that suburban voters are not 
scared that affordable housing will ruin the suburbs by both electing candidates such as Pete 
Harckham, and working through the State Party to make sure we are kept involved; we should 
have more outreach to Young Democrats and people with disabilities; and we should hold public 
forums to energize Democrats in our community.  
 
William Serratore, the Chair of the Mt. Kisco Town Democratic Committee and Executive 
Director of the County Committee, stressed his management experience and background in 
business as the owner and operator of an energy supply company that sells sustainable energy 
commercially. He stated that he began as, and still is, a District Leader and promised that if he is 
successful, he will not forget the work of the District Leaders. He noted that we need to 
incorporate diversity and attract newer voices that have joined the Party recently or have become 
reactivated primarily due to what is happening on the national level. He stated he would add 
some subcommittees, including one which would be an activist committee, focus on raising more 
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money as a Committee, revamp and modernize the Committees communications, including 
Facebook, and update the Bylaws. In response to questions from the floor, Mr. Serratore detailed 
his consultations with County Chair Reggie Lafayette before declaring his candidacy, explained 
his ideas about outreach to both young Democrats and people with disabilities, and addressed 
concerns about his endorsement by Mike Spano and the Yonkers Democratic Committee.  
Finally, in addressing comments that he was not able to execute some of his goals during his 
service as Executive Director, Mr. Serratore responded that since being was appointed Executive 
Director in July 2019, he has: (1) researched some technologies that would expedite voting at 
County conventions and presented quotes to the County Committee, which is reviewing them; 
and (2) conducted a fundraiser in January for the County Committee that raised $10,000. 
 
A motion was made and seconded in favor of making an endorsement for the Chair of the 
County Committee. The motion was discussed.  After extensive discussion, the motion to 
endorse was rejected. 
 
Tim James noted that the County Convention is on September 17, 2020 and will be held 
virtually.  The vote for the County Chair will be by weighted voting. 
 
The Committee adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 
 
Kathy S. Marks 
Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
 


